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A COOPER

Artisans, Mechanics, Labor-
ers, Al Who “Do Things”

in Japan, Always Happy
in the Dozng of Them

By MARY GAY HUMPHREYS

[LUE is the working-
man's color,
Whether it 1s
the blue blouse of
France, the Amer-
ican's overalls, the
blue shirt and
trousers of the
Chinaman. or the blue tunic and leg-
gings of the Japanese, by some uncon-
sciogs instinet the toiler has chosen
to wear that deep; full tint of blue
that best harmonizes with the brown
carth, the green foliage and the gray

rocks. The tint grows more lovely
ander the ravs of the sun and in the

;)c‘.t;r;__: of the rain. But the Japanese
coolie adds to this color a jaunty
picturesqueness of line that belongs
to no other of these national mani-
festations 1n costume.

Even the Coolie’s Raiment Is Pic-

turesque.

The coolie’s clothes rival the famous
kimona of '1"-! native land, although
without the kimona's foreign reputa-
tion. The coolie has the furtheér dis-
tinction of belonging to the only class
in Japan that drapes its legs; for the
‘hakoma,” or gentleman's divided

kirt, is seldom seen in public. Any-
ody who has ever observed a young
Japanese gentleman riding his bicycle,
kimona streaming out and his bare
legs pedalling,or ,who has watched how
they stow away the legs oh the seat
of a railway train, instead of resting
the feet on the floor, knows that, how-
ever discreet the kimona may be in
walking, it is very indiscreet at other
times.

The coolie’s trousers seem to be
fashioned on his legs, they fit so
closely, but some 'nidc.rn fasten: ngs
permit them to be rolled up ufmcr his
tuniic, if his work demands Both
garments are of cotton. It is the tumc
that gives distinction to the costume.
Every Japanese Workman Labels

Himself.

Every Japanese has his crest. With
this he signs all his transactions. This
crest is stamped in white on the back
of his tunic. On its lapels are the in-
dications of his trade or employer’s
trade-mark, In the :::._.;.z-_-,;;_;:-‘ of
Japan, which are in themselves orna

mental., and make our alphabet seem

a prosaic, homely convenience. When |

the coolie is at his work he tucks
one end under his sash, and this re-
veals a facing of highter bilne, which

i« ijust one of those touches that]

French dressmakers give to their most
artistic creations _
['his is one of the many indication
that these Frenchmen of the East are
the most artistic people in the world
Ihe crown of this costume is the
folded strip of cotton cloth that the
coolie folds over his head. They are
stamped with designs so attractive
that the for=ign women buy them for
burean and buffet covers.” When the
coolie is hard at work, he binds the
slip tightly around his brow, and 1t
suggests some laurel-wreathed Augus
tus, or some triumphant Greek athlete
But the coolie’s -..nJc:t i1s merely to
keep the perspiration from running
mto s eyes
Uniformity of Color and Repetition
of Line,

On his feet he wears straw sandals
with a string harnessing his great toe.
He wears a pair out every day, but
since they cost only the fragment ﬂf'
a cent he can afford it A gang of
coolies unloading a junk of rice 1s a
moving picture; the more interesting
because it is one that has not been
sung and written about. Unquestion
ably this picture is heightened by the
aniformity of costume, as well as by
its '.ﬂn’; vidual attractiveness, The ar-
tistic valune of gniformity of color and
repetition of line permeates all Japan

For obhvious reasons, in the cotton

mills, an mndustry of the new era. the
peratives wear white, with white
head coverings. Among them are
thousands of girls. This, too, is an
mnovation, the importance of which,
hecanse of the freedom our women
hhave always had, we can scarcely ap-
preciate. To come upon these by the

thousand in their snowy Tobes gives

a poetic aspect to toil regardless of
hours and wages, which are, doubtless,
long and poor enough. These em-
ployees, after working hours, go for
their hot water plunge in the pools
which the company provides, and then
put on their kimonas for the street.
In Japan, as elsewhere, the employ-
ment of girls has introduced a num-
ber of ameliorating features. Such are
the mill boarding houses, the night
schools, the hospital, and the mill doe-
tor of the great cotton plants of Tokio

anid Oe<aka.
The Dignified Nature of the Jap Po-
liceman:

The Japanese are a serious people
in pnblic The most dignified object
in the world is a little Japanese polic e-
man. He bclmn.za to the “samurai”
class: The “samurai” were the sol-
diers, priests; scholars of the old re-
gime. He stil has a reputation to
mamtam: The coolie has no such
burden. He carns and spends joviall Y,
and 15 not airasd to laugh. Like all
the Orientals, he sings at his work
This is not any song to his mind
Rather, it resembles the sailor's
“shanty,” without the sailor's humor

All hands at the rope!” When the
right word is reached up goes the
beam, down goes the bag. But it
does not go up until the right word
comes along. The words have no
more meaning than the letters of the
alphabet, or Fred Stone's verse in
“The Wizard of Oz,” when words and
ideas are exhausted,

It i= as impossible for us to think
of the American housesmiths or der-
rick hoisters singing at their work and
waiting for the right word to swing
the beam or bucket of stone out of
the Subway as it is to think of these
clad in the same cut and color as the
melodious Japs; as difficult, also, as
to find picturesqueness in the motiey
crowd of employees in a New Eng
land cotton mill. The Occidental
“boss™ certainly does not encourage
music as an aid to labor. A nine-hour
lay, Saturday half holiday and a sev-
enth day of rest in the heart-breaking
race for wealth do not admit of wait-
ing for the harmonious word to place
the beam

In Japan there are seven days in
~‘1~.<‘l' to work. Sunday has no special
privileges The Japanese workmai

l-ll\f‘ » his holiday when his village has

a “matsuri” or feast to its patron God,

or in the cherry viewing time, or the

birthday of the boys and girls. No

person in Japan is rich enough to have

a birthday of his owr.. One for the

girls and one for the boys and the

matter 1s over for the year

Where Poverty Shows Its Most De.
cent Aspect.

In no other country has poverty
such a decent aspect. This is due
partly to the harmonious costuming,
aind to that artistic instinct which is
the heritage of this people. When
() Yen, our maid, put a few flowers in
a bamboo stalk, which served as a
vase, we gazed upon them with de-
spair of ever bemng able to emulate
her skill.

One can also venture the assertion
that no other country can produce
such sweet-smelling crowds. The
<light frame house, its adjustable par-
titions, its paper windows, its matted
floors and the universal custom of
leaving the shoes out of doors make
for cleanliness.

Moreover, there is no man so poor
that he has not his hot daily bath
This is his luxury and his medicine.
The bath is the poor man’'s ¢lub. Here
he parboils in company at the cost of
a part of a cent in the bath it is

| . : :
‘agamnst etiquette to use soap, which

—

vould defile the bath for the others,

: : g | since soa lies di
It infers comradeship, organization, a | p implie e

- . [ ]
community of interest. “Heave ho!

Pulling the rickshaw, or pretty little
man carriage—for Japan does not
breed horses—is one of the great in-
lustries of Japan. The “kurimaya”
is the rickshaw coolie is called, 1s a
man whose legs are developed at the
cost of the rest of his body. His arms
are thin and flaccid and s chest con-
tracted. The alternate fierce heat and
sudden chillings incident to his work
induce lung troubles, which he is dail
bliged to counteract. When his day's
work is done he goes to the public
bath, and in the hot water takes the
swelling and pain out of his tired legs,
and the soren from his chest

These “kurimava,” who become
guides, philosophers and friends to the
:"l".'l.»:IH‘T . ~‘Tf 'LH """'C"tlnh set ‘Pf
men, for the foreigner reacts on them.
[hey pick up foreign phrases and
take an interest in our affairs. After
the naval victory at Manila, whenever
the wife of a naval officer stopping in
Yokohama started downtown, there

Was an unusu ush for the privilege

nerally the men,

_ ard scrupulous-

) |"'?'."I' LVine -- ¥ 2 | fl""'. or

draw lots tua de ippeared that

" P waes 11[.;-

share this
nad m the American victory.

e individua! workman, the skilled
'.I'.iﬁ'.\!. work conditions S0
charming that the traveler goes to

him as well as to see his work.
Such are the makers ot art potter
the painters and the cloisonne wor

ers. The workshops surround a cotirt.

In the center of this is a pond, an
islet, lotos flowers, a bronze stork
ind an overhanging tree. One won-
lers if the new industrial era, the in-
troduction of the great industrial
plants, and the herding of workmen
\.-.i!l take away from that loveliness
ind charm that makes the Japanese
working world unique. Certainly it
would be an economic mistake, since
it contributes to the national wealth
in the same manner as the artistic
instinet of the French has contrib-
uted to the wealth of the French
nation.

The Sugar Confectioners Use.

An amateur candy maker says: “If

I didn't take pains with the little
things I'd be a failure. T always bear
in mind that any old sugar that the
grocer sells for pulverized is not good
enough. Bar sugar is what confec
tioners use. Every lump must be
rubbed out of it. In dipping chocolate
creams mnever unse sweetened choco-
late; the bitter coating is delicious.”
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Making American Chauffeurs

HAT is to become of the
‘American coachman? There
are probably 100,000 coach-
men in this country to-

day, but with the steady growth of

leacure and busmess, their future
seems rather dark.

Can the coachman become a good|
chauffeur, and thus find a variation of |

his old profession? On the word of
the manager of the largest traiming
.chool for chauffeurs in America he
cannot. He has been tried and found
wanting.

In the ordinary course of his duties
the average American coachman is
called upon only at rare intervals to
use his wits and his arms instantly
to avert the shock of a collision.
On the other hand, that is a strain the
chauffeur lives under from the time
he starts his car from the garage until
he runs it up the incline on s return
Coachmen Not a Success as Auto

Drivers.

From time out of mind the coachman
has been painted as a phlegmatic crea-
ture of leisurely habit of mind and
action, while the chauffeur, though a
new figure among the world's work-
ers, has already made a name for him
self as one distinguished for quick
wit, rcmgrkablc agility, a daredevil

How a Brooklyn

STRANGE looking card tack-

ed on the wall of a Chinese
laundry attracted the attention

of 2 man in Brooklyn the other
day, and he asked of the proprietor
whether it set forth the skill of the
laundryman or if it were a cut-rate

price of laundry work. The Chinaman
replied:

“Ilisheeman makee China lette
allee samee Chinaman. Sellee John

coal. Velly good Hisheeman.”

The card was really that of a large
coal concern which some time ago
had for three years a monopoly of
the Chinese laundry trade in New
York. In the employ of the firm at that
time was a young Brooklyn Irishman
Quick witted and eriterprising, he was
on the lookout for trade.

He had befriended a Chinese laun-
dryman a year or two previously, and
frequently had a laborious chat with
him. He supplied him with coal, and
one evening asked the laundryman if
he would write him a Chinese letter
recommending the coal sold by his

Celestial readily com-
plied. The Irishman drafted an adver-
tising eard and his friend put it into
Chinese for him. Whether or not he
used the best grammar in
lation is hard to sa
the circular worked like a
The Irishman then went around
! laundries i
, handed the
of the hieroglyphics,
tacked another copy up on the xm'l
over the I.mndr\ man's ironing
business p.\kui up

York and II'-rn"—‘ kl

er a copy

The coal
ith a jump, :
clientele 14
amazed the trade.
drymen of the two boroughs
cally deserted the men who had pre-
viously supplied them with coal,
would give no explanation as to why
the change was made.

three years
employers enjoyed a monopoly of this
coal supplying. The matter was dis-
cussed on the floor of the Coal Ex-
change time and again, and finally a
quiet inquiry was instituted.
or two after the cat
of the cards was

-tailed Celestials
the laun-

Hibernian's

by an investigator sent out to learn

the facts, and he bribed a Chinaman to

translate it for him.

When this was reported at the ex
change, there was a great laugh at the
manner in which the young Irishman
had quietly gathered in the dollars
Even the men who had lost customers
congratulated Bhim on his enterprise,
md more than one bottle was f~pem~<i
to celebrate the discovery

He is still in the same business, but
no longer enjoys the monopoly. As
he is a good story teller, his narration
of the scene on the exchange when the
Chinese circular was translated to the
members always “brings down the
house.” .

Was Ready to Leave the Fence,

“You can’t play with Tommy any
more if you are on the fence,” Tom-
my's mother said teasingly to Dicky,
a little neighbor. “Tommy’s a pol-
tician and there's only one party for
him.”

Dicky reflected soberly, then he

said, “Can’t I please play wiv him if
[ always come 'round by ze gate:

kind of courage, and some mechanical

ability.

To find such a combination among
American coachmen is almost impos

sible, and therefore no one can I

| to him as the chauffeur of 1],:\ unIve
the use of automobiles, both for|

sal automobile of the future He

 must come from a different type of

voung manhood

That tvpe has been found.

Up to a year ago all the chauffeurs
who drove the big French motor cars
used mn this country were imported
from Paris, d were practically a
part of the machines. As a rule, they
were men of no rnrt"'xlar intelligence

| WETEC "'1""“ 1at¢) \ vain, ‘rl“n;h‘;‘]l) Sens1-

tive, and extremely difficult to get
along with. Numerous paragraphs in
the society journals have teld of the
trouble that millionaire owners of@
motor cars have had with their chauf-
feurs over quarters assigned to them
in out-of-town hotels while touring,
and of grievances of a similar nature.

Eccentricity of Some French Chauf-

feurs. -

The average French chauffeur seems
to be possessed with the idea that he
ywns the car he drives, and it is not an
uncommon trick for one of these men.
on having a difference of cpinion with
his employer, to stop the car and leave
it by the roadside and take the first
tramn back to town

As the men who could drive these
French machines were few in number
the owners were at their mercy. Not

| that thc;; couldn’t drive the cars them

selves, for anyone can drive a car af-
ter a few lessons, but the trouble was
to drive at the best advantage and
with the least possible wear and tear
to machinery and running gear.
(he F:enchman possessed a perfect
knowledge of the machines and the
bility to repair them, while their em
ployers were in absolute ignorance of
these things. Therefore they had to
tolerate the whims of the chauffeurs
with as much patience as they could
muster

But with the increase in the number
of these French motor cars in this
country, 1t became necessary to estal
lish repair depots, with l f“'th ﬂ--*k
men from Paris. Two ye: rg@
pair shop of this kind s opened it
New York City, and it is now not onl
the largest of its kind in America, |
it 1s also the most important training
school for the American chauffeur n
the United States

When the French mechanics were
brought here they were given as help-
ers skilled American mechanics. These
helpers mastered the intricate mech-
wnism of the French machines so
quickly that in less than a wvear the
manager of the repair shop was able
let the Frenchmen go. Then the
\merican workmen were given Amer-

1Cdll a :
Interesting Evolution of the Native
Chaufieur,
»m these boys that the native
iffeur 15 evolved. Time has shown
that he 1s more honest and rehiable
han s Fren cousin; that he 1s
ore intelligent and knows his place
hetter: and that when the occasion
1ses for an exhibition of nerve and
laring he 1s never found wanting
The truining of the voung Amen
an chauffeur 1s of the best possible

¢
3
I

Coal Dealer Cornered the Celestials ‘."‘;L(;Zf‘f begins at the very frame-

concern.,

ne to learn all about
it. These boys are about 17 years old
When they begin work they are paid
$6 a week, while the tra‘ned mechanic
carns from $18 to $21 tor the same

’ ]'f‘fi' ”!.

When an automobile i 1t into the
hop for repairs the boy help
move the car from the “chas:
the running gear of a motor car
called; he learns to take apart the me.
tor with i1ts hundrefl intricate parts
and he becomes proficient in the de
tails of the electric battery. In two
years, if he sticks to the shop, he has
ecome a skilled mechanic

But from the point of view of the
foreman of the repair shop, that is
where the trouble lies. The “helper”
doesn’t stick to the shop. It 15 a part
f his duty when a machine has been
repaired to take it out on the road and
test it. As a result, from four to eight
months after the boy has become a
“helper” these testing trips have made
him as good a chs “h'n as the owner
of a motor car could find the auto
mobiling world over. The owners of

1€ ai’fr
forth-




